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Dear Erwin Knoll, 

Yours is an eloquent statement of sincerely-held belief byt I think it is also 
two •'dimensional, lacks contact with controlling realities, and it misstates something 
I Said. In justification of the Progressive^ policy you say something I ask youio 
reconsider because it is, 1 believe, quite incorrect: "We, as Americans, are not 
responsible -£or the ghastly crimes committed in the Arab world. We a,re responsible 
for the crimes committed by tte government of Israel, which is sustained and supported 
by the U.S. Government and bankrolled by our tax dollars." 

In this you represent that Israel, in thaf part of the world, is unique im both 
American support and American responsibility. Going back to Mossadegh, this is not also 
true of Iran? Not true of Egypt? Turkey and fireece? Pakistan? And so many others, not 
overlooking Lebanon, whose current troubles were magnified, if not commenced all over 
again, beginning with the Eisenhower administration. Which also pr4pared Egypt for 
its wars against Israel. Is there really any part of the world that is not in some 
degree within your words thdt I quote above? Not Jordan, both ^^/arectly and indirectly? 
We are not currently arming most of the Muslim governments that are at a state of war 
with Israel? And Sta not most of the few nW [getting U.S. help directly well-off 
financially because of earlier but recent U.S. help? 



I did not spell out all that is so terribly complex about the situation in the 
Middle East, with which, in general, you agree. One is that two peoples can make legi- 
timate claims to tl)e same land. My reference to Muslim fratricide wqs not merely to 
point out that your policy is discriminatory but to call to your attention that until 
there is some* one or group that can make a meaningful and enforoible agreement with 
Israel, there is no Palestinian^ with which it can make an agreement that will permit 
it to litfe within secure borders. You do make vague references to recent statements by 
some of the PLO, but given a chance to impart some credibility to these statements, 
like changing the PLO’s charter, they are as utterly meaningless and treacherous as the 
evasiveness ^and c:yrcumlocutions’'that s ^^ every one of the fsdrly frequent 

appearances of Araf$ I've seen on T V. iytr 0 O^i • 



I did not refer to "negotiations between Israelis and Palestinians." I referred 
to any ]p.nd of negotiations involving Palestine beginning with the proposals of the 
British Peel Commission, which I believe date to 1937. That would have given the Pale- 
stinians west of the Jordan all b^t about 10 percent of original Palestjfl/e. x ou, like 
most other editors, refer to only what is west of the Jordan as Palestine but in fac/t 
more than half o£ Palestine was, without Arab or Palestinian protest, used by per- 
fidious Albion for the creation of Trans-Jordan. Jordan today is mostly Palestinian 
and only its refusal to^accept refugees keeps it from being even more Palestinian. 

(Bid you, by the way, consider that you lost your homeland j/hen you moved from 
Washington to Madison? Mo more does any Palestinian living^ eat of the Jordan lose his 
by moving or being moved into Jordan, the name of which Hussein changed to fuzz over 
the;J. realities of the creation of his state.) 

What you are espousing is really another holocaust, and Hitlers was far from the 
first of which Jews were the victims. There is no survival, treaties or ho treaties, for 
an Israel as little as ten miles wide w<*th such enemies as Syria on its border and with 
th4 policies of all Muslim governments to permit and assist attacks on Israel from their 
territory. 



Why do you think that, s*ve for Egypt, all tie Muslim governments have, for 40 
years, refused to make treaties of peace with Israel? Why do you tkink none would 
accept refugees to replace the Jews they permitted to leave, being careful to keep 



all tKe /Jewish property those Jews could not carry with them? Only to misuse the 
refugees as they have beer/ misused, and I don't recall any comment on this kind of 
humanitarian concern in the Progressive® 

Shifts of population during your lifetime involving the USSR, Poland, Germans^ 
Pacific areas and even between Iraq and Iran are normal, as this kind of thing, 
whether or not one likes it, has been normal throughout history, are right and proper J 
but when Israel is involved there is a different standard? There is one difference; 
Palestinians moving (which was prevented in most instances) or being moved into another 
part of their Palestine qould remain in part of Palestine, now called Jordan. But that 
was prevented, as was migration - even innocent movement - into E&ypt. 

Violence begets violence and Arab violence is responded to by Israeli violence. 

When Israel established itself against the attack of combined Arab power, including, 
going back to your words that I quote above, Jordan, financed byJftritain, which was 
certainly support edjby U.S. tax dollars, the defeated powers agreed to an armistice 
but not to a peace treaty. When Israel offered to give up somrne of the land it took 
in that war, not any Arab government and not anyone even pretending to speak for any 
Palestinians would even talk to Israel. Instead they supported Palestinian/^ attacks 
o^civi^ian Israeli targets, often Arabs and most often woman, children and old men. 

It didn t end until Israel was able to diminish it but it still is not ended. 

In your keeping up with events there, did you come on any Palestinian clammor 
for an independent state in the Gaza strip when Egypt occupied it for 20 years? Or 
in the West ^ank after Jordan took it by for£e of arms? No, arid there was such a cl am mor 
only against Israel. Israel which tried to do for those Arabs what Egypt and Jorden 
did not do to jnEBsm improve their conditions. And those humanitarian Arab governments, 
when Israeli proposals for further improvements came up at the United Nations, blocked 
them. The Arab powers saw to it that the refugees would suffer and suffer so that they 
could and would become, as Egypt radio said often enough, a major weapon against Israel. 

• — Xtio policy of tho - Muslim v/orld, going back -to Shammed, has been for^ the end of- ^ 
any Israeli 3 tate.(His began, according to Kemer, to whose book I referred you, when 
he could not take the Jewish religion over.) Wgy else do you really think that s a ve for 
Egypt, no Muslim power has signed any peace treaty? Why else do you tf/ink Sadat was 
assassii/iated] Or Abdullah before him when Abdullah was merely talking to Israelis? 

You deceive yourself if you believe that were Israel to come to an agreement 
with Ara^ it would give Israel any security, have any real meaning. He can t control 
eithedthe Pale 3 tinianie^ who are supported by Khoumeni (but not controlled by him) 
oai Jhe gangs like Abu Nidals^The Nidals are, according to an Arab doctoral candidiate 
at Georgetown, whose article you may have read in the Nation several months ago, 
assassinating every Palestinian who speaks to any Israeli and all their own defected 
members. Who tired of killing, who wanted no farther responsibility for it. Moreover, 
wefe the PLQ to reach an agreeme nt wit h Israel, it has every reason to believe that 
it would immediately lose itp not~Kta" inconsiderable income from the Arab powers that 
finance it but have no chatty for Arab refugees who suffer so much. 

These are some of the reasons I say that what you said is only two-dimensional 
and without contact with grim realities. 

Sometimes wejfeThave to reassess some of our dearly-heldi beliefs. As a life— 
long pacifist, with a clear record, of this in coileg&e, ^nonetheless enlisted in 
the war against Hitler. And when I got a medical dischj^ge I rejected a better-paying 
magazine job to eb±h continue efforts against Hitler as a civilian in the government. 

Tliat I have no use for the Begins and Shamirs, who were terrorists, does not mean 
that I have tcff^egard each and every belief they had and have about what is required 
for the security of Israel as a state. However* I think you are unfair irfrhat you say 
of their terrorism and in equating them with ^outh Africa. With the single exception 
of a single retaliation, which all others then opposed, they did not terrorize Arabs 



3 



per se* They did use this mefcthod against the British, who could not make any ^aim to 
a right to a homeland in Palestine, Nothing like the Arab atrocity at the Olympics, 
oT the bombings of the Rome and Vienna airports, of the piracy of the jfezhille ^auro, 
no If, to the best of my knowledge, a single incident like the murder of Leon tehing- 
hofer, an Americana No bombings of ^uses orolaces of worship. No slaughters of Arabs 
while at worship, (Remember the rece^^lnciaent in Turkey, which like the rest, has 
nothing to do with establishing any homeland, which the bombing of the King David 
Hotel certainly did,) 

Unlike the comparison you make, Arabs living in Israel have about all the 
'i&ghts anyone else has there. They don't have to i|ear arms, although tjiey in some 
instances can, they can and do have their own political , parties and they are elected 
to the Knesset, Bven to Shamir and Begin you are e»ces s iye and# unfair. 

When Hussein took t^e West ^ank the only improvefhe started that I am aware of 
is building himself a new castle on a Jerusalem height, I understand it remains un- 
finished as a monument to him and his policies. Once Israel had responsibility for 
that land it established four Arab universities# Among other things, (is there one 
in Soweto, which may have a much larger population?) 

You assume that all the Arabs living dm the Gaza Strip and the West v^ank 
support the current violence there and that is not true. Those practising the violence 
have terrorized those who are $>ot part of it, particularly those who kept businesses 
open and those who went to jjobs inside Israel, Whether you like or approve it or 
not , under international law Israel has the obligation of preserving peace and tran- 
quility in t(oe land under its control, Tbis includes for those who do not support the 
present violence, which I believe has no chancejof succeeding, other than in bleeding 
Israel and driving more Israelis the right politically. We may not like the form 

it has taken, but oan you think of many comparable situations where the government was 
not more vigorous?- Do you, -think it is fair to publish jwh&t you have published on this . - 
while you ignore what Muslims have been and are daily doing to Muslims, with deaths 
evei#- so much more numerous? Or without mention to what is happening elsewhere, like 
in Mozambique, where at least 100,000 have been killed by rebels supp&rted by Sputh 
Agrica? Of course you can't go into everything, but even if your justification 
were completely valid, which Zfi think it isnYt, you avoid so much you are heavily un- 
balanced, And that amounts to anti-Semitism, Whetherpr not you were bom a Jew, 

lour position also appears to be that it is OK for Jews to be driven from their 
homes by Arabs, who keep Jewish property (not only homes but women and other property 
and sold as slaves) because that was long ago but/Cothitfg like that or any 

rectification today is OK# And you also take the position, in effect, that Jews are the 
only people -in the world who are not entitled to their own hog^md, within secure 
borders# While in much of the world the situation of Jews is ever so much better, in 
some places, like your native Austria, it remains not so good, Austria, as ^ understand it, 
has .gone to court in successful efforts to frustrate the return of stolen Jewish ptfo- 
per£y a^Hhie ^azi era. There are, throughout the world, Jews who fedj that there is no 

security for them except in their own state, aside fo£m those who have religious interest. 

Modem histoiy warrants their fear as certainly the decimations of the ages do. That I 
have no such fear or^ concern does not mean that I should ignore the concerns of others 
who do recall the paa^l like that (Lf no other people. Or say that they have no rights 

or that Israel must be held to standards not applied to others, 

I am not questioning your intent but after reading your letter I still believe 
that you have not given readers of your magazine a fair or a balanced understanding 
of the situation we agree is terrible..,. Have you given any recent thought to the many 
thousands who, unlike you, were not able to escape even when escape was assured because of 
the policies and practises of the so-called enlightened states, ours and England in parti- 
cular and with many Austrians, Switzerland? D 0 you think this is not in the minds of 
many Jews today as they assess their own situations? Suncerely, %rol^ Weisberg 






